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"Rabindranath discussed about this Hindu-Muslim issue during the census of 1819. He said, 'I was born in a Hindu
family, but accepted Brahmo religion. ... The religion we accepted is universal in nature; however, it is basically
the religion of the Hindus. We accepted this universal religion with the heart of Hindus." [Probhatkumar
Mukharjee, Rabindrajiboni O Rabindrashahityo Probeyshok, vol 3, 3rd ed., published by Biswa Bharati Publishing

Division in Poush 1395, pp.364-365].
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"Tapobon Bidyala (school), a ashram established to instill ancient hindu ideology, took the shade
of hindutva. Tagore started to turn himself into a very devout hindu. Gradually, casteism-based
aparthied, injunctions of Manu Sanghita, and Brahminic glorification crept into their way into the
school environ. Tagore decreed that a non-Brahmin teacher did not deserve salutation
(pronam) from his Brahmin students. In a letter written to Manoranjan Banerjee in
Agrahayan 19, 1309 Tagore clarified his position on the issue of salutation in these words,
'No non-hindu customs would be allowed into this school; It is imperative that students
express their respect to Brahmin professors by touching their feet (pronum) and utter namasker to
non-Brahmin teachers as per the rules set aside by Manu Sanghita.' " [Satyendranath Roy,
'Rabindra Manoney Hindu Dharma', The Desh, Autumn issue, 1905, p.305]
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Tagore established Biswa Bharati to re-vitalize ancient "hindu customs" and ideology. In this
effort, Hindi Bhavan (Building) was established in Shantiniketan on January 16 (sunday), 1938
(Magh 2, 1344). It is of no surprise that Tagore had very close friendship with Pundit
Madonmohan Malabya -- a prominent leader of Kashi Hindu University and Hindu Mohashava.
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When asked about the usefulness of Hindu Mohashava, Tagore said that he considered this
movement more important than a mere political undertaking. 'Hindus would have to unite
if they want to remain alive and not remain downtrodden for ever in the human society.'
[From an interview with Tagore by journalist Mrinalkanti Bose in response to a statement by
Modanmohan Malabya, Rabindra-Proshongo/Anandabazar Patrika, 1993, edited by Chittaranjan
Banerjee, vol 1, pp. 259-260].
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