Shahadat Choudhury Expired: A tribute

Ajoy Roy

| knew Mr. Shahadat Choudhury as a heroic and brave freedom fighter operating inside
Pakistani occupied Dacca city as a guerilla fighter in our colourful days of ‘ Mukti-yudha
operating under the directives of Shahid General Khaled Musharraf, the valiant freedom
fighter and supreme commander of K forces. However in those days we had not met with
each other. | first saw or rather met him at his newly found Weekly Bichitra office at his
request some time early 1973. We had discussed so many things over cup of tea(s) and
cigarettes (I was a heavy smoker at that time). We had difference of age — he is mush
younger, he could have been my student if he studied Physics in DU, had difference in
political view. He used to address me as ‘sir’ a common practice among our younger
generation. He was a theoretical and radical Marxist believing in revolution through
armed struggle. He had outward sympathy if not active participation in Charu
Majumder’s brand of Naxalite socialist revolution. | had never much faith in Charu
Majumder’ s doctrine ‘ Chairman Mao is our Chairman’ or his doctrine of cutting throat of
bourgeois intellectuals like university professors, vice chancellors, principals,
headmasters and local jotdars (land ownersin villages) and destroying sculptures of *Ram
Mohan, Vidyasagar, Bankim .. .. . | know many dedicated meritorious college and
university going young men and women joined his party and suffered lot for the dream of
revolution. But it had always appeared to me as romanticism. The main reason of failure
of the movement was it had never appealed to the middle class in west Benga nor it
gained militant mass support among the peasants in rural belt of west Bengal, Andhra or
Kerala. The reasons are many- why the movement failed, but this is not the time to go
into it.
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Since the day we first met, | many atimes saw him in and out of Bichitra. In those days |
too contributed to Bichitra. He was the real founder of Bichitra, although it carried the
name Poet Shamsur Rahman as its editor by courtesy- as the magazine was an appendage
of the then ‘Dainik Bangla of which Shamsur Rahman was its Editor. It was a trustee
publication along with Dainik Bangla. But Shahadat was the real lifeblood of the very
popular weekly. He drew some talented young men around him during those days, soon
to be known as ‘Bichitra group in socio-cultural circles. It was anti establishment in
outlook and very critical of government misdeeds whenever the group thought it so. The
circle made an impression, if not impact, on the inquisitive minds belonging to middle
class talented young men. He started his career in Bichitra as its assistant editor ending as
editor until the government decided to close down its publication in 1997. He also edited
another cine-magazine named ‘ Ananda Bichitra’ that too got some popularity.

After the close down of Bichitra he started a Weekly Magazine ‘ Saptahik 2000’ in 1998
with himself as its editor and another entertainment type magazine ‘Paksk
Anandadhara’. Both these magazines are quite popular though could not be compared
with erstwhile Bichitra. The impetus was lost.

Though a professional artist obtaining a Bachelor of Arts degree in fine arts, specializing
in ‘painting’ from the Ingtitute of Fine Arts, DU late Shahadat Choudhury chose his
career as journalist after Bangladesh was liberated from the Pakistani occupation forces
in late 1971. Shahadat immediately joined our war of liberation following the Pakistani
crack down on the population of East Bengal on the night of 25th March, the blackest day
in the history genocide. Ultimately the Pakistani ‘operation search light” which followed
a total war imposed on us killed 3 million people of Bangladesh. As mentioned above
Shahadat Choudhury was an active and skillful guerilla fighter who operated in Dacca
under the supervision of General Khaled Musharraf and Captain Haider, then
Commander of sector-2. He was the coordinator of various guerilla groups operating in
and around Dhaka city. He himself took part in different operations with success with the
brave cooperation with his co-fighters including Shahid Rumi, eldest son of Shahid
Janani Jahanara Begum.

A staunch anti rajakarism and anti fundamentalism late Shahadat took active part and
cooperated whole heartedly with Shahid Janani Jahanara in floating a platform later to be
known as ‘Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Kamiti’ (A committee for eliminating Killers and
Collaborators) under the dynamic leadership of Jahanara Begum.

On his death nation should remember the contribution he made in our liberation war in

the world of journalism in our country. He showed how a mere weekly magazine could
be effective in soci-poltico-cultural life of asociety.

Personal life
Late Shahadat, son of a district judge Mr. Abdul Haque, was born in 1943 on 28th July.

After matriculating from Dacca Graduate High School young Shahadat got admission
into Institute of Fine Arts, DU in 1963. Subsequently he obtained bachelor degree in
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1968. Shahdat in eighties lost his eyesight in one eye- a cornea replacement enabled him
to see again. The cornea was donated by little known personality late Mr. Inamul Haque,
an engineer by profession. Late Mr. Hague, a close friend of mine, was a social worker,
truly secular and a liberal democrat politically, who had deep interest in literature and
history too. He was a member of the Executive Council of Asiatic Society many atimes
and | had the opportunity to work with him for along time in the society. He presented a
paper on reformation of Bengali letters and alphabets based on Roman scripts while | was
a general secretary of the Society. It infused lot of interest and lively discussion. He
proposed the recommendation, though not accepted by literary community and most of
the members of the Asiatic Society, for scientific reason and modernity.

Mr. Shahadat fell serioudly ill because of heart attack and taken to BARDEM hospital
where he succumbed to death in the early morning of (1-30 am.) November 29, 2005. He
was only 62 yearsin age.

At his death starting from Rastrapati Dr. lazuddin Ahmed to political leaders of all shades
including AL chief Shaikh Hasina expressed deep shock and condolences, which reflects
that he was respected, loved by all. Thisis arare quality to achieve, which late Shahadat
gained in glorious manner.

It may be recalled that article entitled “Einstein-Rabindranath Saksat : Sangeet niye
katha” by Ajoy Roy and Avijit Roy published in Shaptahik 2000 on 25" November,
2005 just afew days before he breathed his last.

Let me pay my deep respect to the brave freedom fighter on his untimely death. His
friends and colleagues will remember him long time to come. Let me end my article by
guoting from Jahanara Imam’s ‘ Ekattarer dinguli’ wherein in many places Shadat’s name
was referred. (1 will write it in Bangla some portion of it asking the moderator to convert
it in proper Bengali font MM uses):
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Dr. Ajoy K. Roy, isaretired professor of Dhaka University and human rights activist
from Bangladesh.
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